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| was initially motivated to apply to the American University-Ritsumeikan University Joint
Degree Program due to my interest in Asia-Pacific diplomacy, specifically regarding the
relationship among the United States, Japan, and the Philippines. | learned about the
relationship among these countries at a young age, since my grandmother lived in the
Philippines during the American and Japanese occupation periods. Her stories and
experiences with these two countries inspired and intrigued me to learn more about
colonialism, imperialism, and how these concepts operate from an international relations
perspective. Additionally, as somebody born and raised in Florida, | was interested in
studying in such different places from my hometown by exploring and living in these two
cities across the globe, | realized that | could develop a more global perspective and
experience different cultures than | was accustomed to.
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